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THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TUSAYAN MONSTERS. 

There are many tales in Tusayan folk-lore regarding the heroic 
deeds performed by two supernatural personages called the Twins, 
in freeing the earth from monsters. Out of a large collection of 
these stories, 1 I have chosen a few which give an idea of the char- 
acter of the deeds of these heroes, as a contribution to a study of 
Tusayan mythology. 

It seems that in the early days when the world was young, many 
monsters most of whom were hostile to man, roamed the earth or 
infested the sky and particularly harassed the Hopi. These hostile 
personages, like the Twins themselves, were of celestial origin, the 
offspring of an earth goddess and a sky god, the universal father. 
The Twins, guided by their mother, the Spider- Woman, had many 
and strange adventures in delivering the world from these mon- 
sters, and the stories of their deeds having been handed down from 
the past, are still repeated by those acquainted with the legends 
of the tribe. 

Variants of these stories depart more or less from each other in 
detail, betraying in many instances the influences of embellishment, 
but as a means of discovering the Tusayan mythology they have a 
great value on account of the aboriginal conceptions which they con- 
tain. The Twins were parthenogenetically conceived by an earth 
goddess, one by a ray of sunlight, and one by a jet of water. 
Born at the same time, one, the son of light, was the little war-god 
ordinarily called the Youth : 2 the other was the son of the rain- 
cloud, Echo. 8 Most of the heroic deeds of which I shall speak were 
performed by the Youth, whose worship still plays a significant part 
in Hopi ceremonials. 

HOW THE YOUTH PUNISHED MAN-EAGLE. 

The ravages of Man-Eagle extended over the whole earth, afflict- 
ing all people. He carried off their women and maids, and took 
them to his home in the sky, where he was accustomed to sleep 
with such as he wished, during four nights, and then devour them. 

1 The members of the Hemenway Expedition in their study of Tusayan, made 
many notes on the folk-lore of these Indians, and collected many legends bearing 
on their mythology. This material has not yet been elaborated, but it is thought 
that a comparative discussion of it will be an important contribution to Tusayan 
cosmogony and mythology. In this most difficult field, as in other parts of the 
Hopi work, I have been greatly indebted to the late Mr. A. M. Stephen, by whose 
death American Ethnology lost a most enthusiastic student whose contributions 
are of greatest value. 

2 Tiyo or Piiiikonhoya. » Palufihoya. 
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The Youth, while on his way to the San Francisco mountains, met 
at the foothills the Piflon Maids, dressed in mantles of piflon bark 
and grass. There likewise he found Spider- Woman and Mole. 
After they had greeted him and bade him be seated, they inquired 
where he was going. He replied that Man-Eagle had carried off his 
bride, and that he sought to bring her back. " I will aid you," said 
Spider- Woman, and told the Piflon Maids to gather piflon gum, wash 
it, and make a garment in exact imitation of the flint arrow-head 
armor which Man-Eagle is said to wear. The Piflon Maids bathed 
themselves, gathered and washed the gum, and made the desired 
garment for Spider- Woman, who gave it with charm flour to the 
Youth. Then she changed herself into a spider, so small as to be 
invisible, and perched on the Youth's right ear, that she might 
whisper her advice. Mole led the way to the top of the mountains, 
but the Piflon Maids remained behind. When they reached the 
summit, Eagle swooped down ; they got on his back, and he soared 
aloft with them until he was tired ; Hawk came close by, they were 
transferred to his back, and he carried them still higher in the sky. 
When he was weary, Gray Hawk took them and mounted the 
heavens with them, until he could go no farther, and Red Hawk re- 
ceived the burden ; thus for an immense distance upward they flew, 
until the adventurers reached a passageway through which the 
Youth, Spider- Woman, and Mole passed, and saw the white house in 
which Man-Eagle lived. 

Spider-Woman advised the Youth, before mounting the ladder 
which led into this house, to pluck a handful of sumach berries and 
give them to Lizard, who received them with thanks, chewed them, 
and gave him back the cud. The ladder of the house had for each 
rung a sharp stone like a knife, which would lacerate the hands and 
feet of any one who attempted to climb it. The Youth rubbed these 
sharp edges with the chewed berries and instantly they became 
dull, and he was able to climb the ladder without cutting himself. 

Upon entering the house of Man-Eagle, one of the first objects 
which met his eye was the (fabulous) flint arrow-head garment 
hanging on a peg in a recess, and he at once exchanged it for his 
own, the imitation which the Piflon Maids had manufactured. 
Glancing into another recess, he saw Man-Eagle and his lost wife. 
He called out to her that he had come to rescue her from the mon- 
ster, and she replied that she was glad, but that he could not do so 
as no one ever left the place alive. Youth replied, " Have no fear ; 
you will soon be mine again." 

So powerful was Spider-Woman's charm that it prevented Man- 
Eagle from hearing the conversation, but he soon awoke and put on 
the imitation flint garment without detecting the fraud. He then 
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for the first time became aware of the Youth's presence, and 
demanded what he wished. " I have come to take my wife home " 
responded the hero. Man-Eagle said, " We must gamble to decide 
that, and you must abide the consequences, for if you lose I shall 
slay you," to which the Youth agreed. Man-Eagle brought out a 
huge pipe, larger than a man's head, and having filled it with tobacco 
gave it to the hero, saying : "you must smoke this entirely out, and 
if you become dizzy or nauseated, you lose." So the Youth lit the 
pipe and smoked but exhaled nothing. He kept the pipe aglow and 
swallowed all the smoke, and felt no ill effect, for he passed it 
through his body into an underground passageway that Mole had 
dug. Man-Eagle was amazed, and asked what had become of the 
smoke. The Youth going to the door showed him great clouds of 
dense smoke issuing from the four cardinal points, and the monster 
saw that he had lost. 

But Man-Eagle tried a second time with the hero. He brought 
out two deer antlers, saying : " We will each choose one and he who 
fails to break the one he has chosen loses." The antler which he 
laid down on the northwest side was a real antler, but that on the 
southeast was an imitation made of brittle wood. Spider- Woman 
prompted the Youth to demand the first choice, but Man-Eagle re- 
fused him that right. After the Youth had insisted four times, 
Man-Eagle yielded, and the hero chose the brittle antler and tore its 
prongs asunder, but Man-Eagle could not break the real antler, and 
thus lost a second time. 

Man-Eagle had two fine large pine-trees growing near his house, 
and said to the hero, " You choose one of these trees and I will take 
the other, and whoever plucks one up by the roots shall win." Now 
Mole had burrowed under one of them, and had gnawed through all 
its roots, cutting them off, and had run through his tunnel and was 
sitting at its mouth, peering through the grass anxious to see Youth 
win. The hero, with the help of his grandmother, chose the tree that 
Mole had prepared, and plucked it up, and threw it over the cliff, 
but Man-Eagle struggled with the other tree and could not move it, 
so he was unhappy in his third defeat. 

Then Man-Eagle spread a great supply of food on the floor and 
said to Youth that he must eat all at one sitting. Tiyo (the Youth) 
sat and ate all the meat, bread, and porridge, emptying one food basin 
after another, and showed no sign of being satisfied before all was 
consumed ; for Mole had again assisted him, and dug a large hole 
below to receive it, and the Youth was a winner the fourth time. 

Man-Eagle then made a great wood-pile and directed Tiyo to sit 
upon it, saying he would ignite it, and that if the Youth were un- 
harmed he would submit himself to the same test. The Youth took 



The Destruction of the Tusayan Monsters. 135 

his allotted place, and Man-Eagle set fire to the pile of wood at the 
four cardinal points, and it speedily was ablaze. The arrow-heads of 
which the flint armor was made were coated with ice, which melted 
so that water trickled down and prevented Youth from being burnt, 
and all the wood-pile was consumed, leaving Tiyo unharmed. 

The monster was filled with wonder, and grieved very much when 
he saw Youth making another great pile of wood. Still, thinking 
that he wore his fireproof suit, he mounted the wood-pile, which 
Youth lit at the four cardinal points. The fuel blazed up, and as 
soon as the fire caught the imitation garment of gum, it ignited with 
a flash and the monster was consumed. At the prompting of Spi- 
der-Woman Tiyo approached the ashes, took the charm in his mouth 
and spurted it over them, when suddenly a handsome man arose. 
Then Spider- Woman said to him, " Will you refrain from killing 
people, will you forsake your evil habits ? " Man-Eagle assented 
with a fervent promise, and the Youth rejoicing ran to his wife, em- 
braced her and set free all the captive women wives of the Hopi and 
other peoples, of whom there were many. Eagle and Hawk carried 
them to the earth. 1 

HOW THE TWINS KILLED THE GIANT ELK. 

Great Elk was one day lying down in a valley near Mount Taylor 
(one of the San Francisco mountains), and the Twins went out 
against him. Mole met them and said, " Do not encounter him, for 
he is mighty, and may kill you ; wait here, and I will help you." 
Mole then excavated four chambers in the earth, one below the 
other, and made the Twins remain in the upper one. He dug a long 
tunnel, and coming up under Elk, plucked a little soft hair from 
over his heart, at which Elk turned his head and looked down, but 
Mole said, " Be not angry, I only want a little soft down to make a 
bed for my children." So Elk allowed him to continue the pluck- 
ing. But Mole took away enough fur to leave the skin quite bare 
over the heart. He returned to the Twins and told them what he 
had done. Then each Twin threw his lightning, and wounded Elk, 
who sprang to his feet, and charged them, but the Twins concealed 
themselves in the upper chamber, and when Elk tried to gore them 
his horns were not long enough ; again he charged, and thrust his 
horns downward, but the Twins had safely retreated to the second 
chamber ; again he tried to reach them, but they were safe in the 
third room. They retreated to the fourth chamber, and when Elk 
made another attempt he fell dead. Kohone (Kona, Chipmunk) 

1 My theory is that Kwataka (Man-Eagle, or High Sky Eagle) is the Hopi 
equivalent of the Thunder Bird, a widely spread conception in North American 
mythology. 
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hurried to them, and after thanking the Twins said he had come to 
show them how to cut up the monster's body, which with his sharp 
teeth he soon accomplished. One of the Twins thanked Chipmunk, 
and stooping he dipped the tips of the first two fingers of his right 
hand in Elk's blood, and, drawing them along the body of Chip- 
munk, made on it the marks which he still bears. 

HOW THE TWINS KILLED TCAVEYO. 

One day the Twins went to a great pool near Mt. Taylor, and 
soon Tcaveyo came there likewise : he stooped on his knees and 
drank four times, emptying the pool. He then arose, and smelt the 
Twins and threw his weapon at them, but one of the Twins sprang 
in the air, and as the weapon passed under him he caught it in his 
hand. Tcaveyo then flung his lightning at the hero, but one of the 
Twins caught this as he had the weapon. The -little war-god now 
flung his weapon at Tcaveyo, but it glanced off his flint shirt. 
Then the Youth threw the lightning, but it only staggered him. 
After which they threw more lightning at Tcaveyo, which knocked 
him down and killed him outright. 

HOW THE TWINS VISITED THE SUN. 

The Twins lived with Spider-Woman, their mother, on the west 
side of Mt. Taylor, and desired to see the home of their father. 
Spider-Woman gave them as a charm a kind of meal, and directed 
that when they met the guardians of the home of the Sun, to chew 
a little and spurt it upon them. 

The Twins journeyed far to the sunrise where the Sun's home is 
entered through a canon in the sky. There Bear, Mountain Lion, 
Snake, and " Canon Closing " keep watch. The sky is solid in this 
place, and the walls of the entrance are constantly opening and 
closing, and would crush any unauthorized person who attempted 
passing through. 

As the Twins approached the ever fierce watchers, the trail lay 
along a narrow way ; they found it led them to a place on one side 
of which was the face of a vertical cliff, and on the other a precipice 
which sunk sheer to the Below (Underworld). An old man sat 
there, with his back against the wall and his knees drawn up close 
to his chin. When they attempted to pass, the old man suddenly 
thrust out his legs, trying to knock the passers over the cliff. But 
they leaped back and saved themselves, and in reply to a protest the 
old man said his legs were cramped and he simply extended them 
for relief. Whereupon the hero remembered the charm which he 
had for the southwest direction, and spurted it upon the old man 
and forced the malignant old fellow to remain quite still with legs 
drawn up, until the Twins had passed. 
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They then went on to the watchers, guardians of the entrance to 
the Sun's house, whom they subdued in the same manner. They 
also spurted the charm on the sides of the cliff, so that it ceased its 
oscillation and remained open until they had passed. 1 

These dangers being past, they entered the Sun's house and were 
greeted by the Sun's wife, who laid them on a bed of mats. Soon 
Sun came home from his trip through the underworld, saying, " I 
smell strange children here ; when men go away their wives receive 
the embraces of strangers. Where are the children whom you 
have ? " So she brought the Twins to him, and he put them in a 
flint oven and made a hot fire. After a while, when he opened the 
door of the oven, the Twins capered out laughing and dancing about 
his knees, and he knew that they were his sons. 

J. Walter Fewkes. 

1 The story of the oscillating sky is widespread in American Folk- Lore. The 
Abanaki version was published by me in Journ. Amer. Folk-Lore, Oct.-Dec. 
1890. In the Passamaquoddy story {op. cit. p. 9) "two men " encountered it 
when they sought the Thunder Bird. " These mountains drew back and forth and 
then closed very quickly." " The first (man) passed through the cleft before it 
closed, and the second one was caught" 



